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Career Clusters and Pathways Initiative

}Background - National Initiative
ÁResponse to a need

ÁNew role for education
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Career Clusters and Pathways Initiative

}History - Getting Started ðOVAEõs Role

ÁOVAEõs Building Linkages Projects (early 1990s)

ÁPilots identify core academic knowledge and skill 

requirements as well as workplace basics

ÁManufacturing, Health, IT, Transportation, Arts

ÁDisagreement re: how to organize curricula and 

instruction and how to assess
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History - Career Clusters and Pathways

1999 2000 2006 - 20092001 - 2002

OVAE (Nov. 1999) 

adopted and released 

16 career clusters as 

a new approach to 

ñvocational educationò 

16 cluster format 

encompasses all 

970+ occupations 

identified by O*Net 

and the SOC codes

OVAE (2000) 

awarded grants

NASDCTEc 

assumed 

leadership for 

coordinating the 

project creating 

cluster models 

for all 16 

clusters

OVAE (2006) 

awarded grant to 

create POS since 

federal statute 

requires their 

systemic 

implementation

Every state has 

adopted the 

clusters and 

adapted to its 

own structure

Knowledge and 

skills statements 

were developed 

and validated by 

business and 

industry
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Benefits - Career Clusters and Pathways

}Learners become more aware 
of career options - facilitating 
better informed decisions

}Learners understand structure 
and function of businesses -
facilitating becoming more 
productive, value - added 
employees

}Learners achieve by setting 
high standards of 
expectations and by teaching 
academics in a context 
interesting to students
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Benefits - Career Clusters and Pathways

}Systemic framework 
for student success in 
college and careers 

}Knowledge and skills 
provide reliable set of 
standards

}Help states and 
schools organize their 
programs and 
guidance activities 
around clusters of 
similar occupations

}Sustained 
partnerships between 
high schools, 
colleges, business and 
economic 
development
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COLLABORATION BETWEEN 
EDUCATION AND MILITARY

Our Collaborative Model
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Definition - A Key element

COLLABORATION

�³�D�Q�\���M�R�L�Q�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���E�\���W�Z�R���R�U��
more organizations that is 
intended to produce more 
public value than could be 
produced when the 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�F�W���D�O�R�Q�H�´

(Eugene Bardach)


